
New Dutch fashion platform working 
on alternatives to fast fashion

The platform is pursuing this goal with recently graduated fashion designers

Amsterdam, 26 July 2018 | Our World is the fashion 
platform in the Netherlands that focuses on making 
the fashion industry more sustainable by inspiring 
consumers, challenging them and offering  
alternatives to ‘dirty fashion’. That’s fast fashion and 
all other fashion where no real effort is made to limit 
the negative impact on people, environment and  
animals. One of our initiatives in this respect is the 
‘Time will tell ...’ project, where we provide a platform 
for young fashion designers. We do this by working 
with them on sustainable fashion collections that  
appeal to a broad group of consumers.

To make the fashion industry more sustainable and to 
be able to offer alternatives to ‘dirty fashion’, Our World 
(OW) believes it is important to inspire young fashion  
designers, offer experiences and help them to expand 
their network. To show its commitment, OW will be 
providing a platform this year for four young fashion 
designers – Chiron Floris (HKU), Debbie Jellema (HKU), 
Karlijn Krijger (MAFAD) and Ariëlle van der Vaart (AMFI) 
– to experiment with aspects of sustainable fashion and 
create their own designs, which will ultimately be made 
available for purchase or rent via OW and other  
distribution channels.

About the project ‘Time will tell...’
In recent weeks, sixteen women and three men donated 
a total of 139 items of clothing to OW that they had 
not worn in years and which were just collecting dust 
in the back of their wardrobe. OW has documented the 
story behind each item. Not rarely, the clothing has an 
emotional value, which is why it had never been given 
away. With the clothing as their material and the stories 
as their inspiration, the four young fashion talents will 
each create a mini-collection this summer on the theme 
of ‘Time will tell ...’. Each designer will be paired up with 

a sparring partner to take the collection to the next level. 
These are Meike Fleskens, designer and stylist and  
working at the likes of Manus VR, and Ilfa Siebenhaar, 
one of the fashion designers behind the Living Colour 
biodesign research project which was part of the  
State of Fashion exhibition in Arnhem.

In contrast to many regular fashion collections, no 
new or scarce raw materials will be needed for this 
collection. Moreover, no chemical dyeing methods will 
be applied, and the collection will be produced in the 
Netherlands. The project can be followed via 
ow-ourworld.nl/time-will-tell and 
instagram.com/ow_ourworld/. The collection will be 
launched in October.

The designers

 Debbie Jellema
     HKU University of the  
 Arts Utrecht, BA of Arts  
 Fashion Design 
  Graduated 2018
  View Debbie’s work

  Ariëlle van der Vaart 
  Amsterdam Fashion  
  Institute, BA Fashion  
  and Design 
  Graduated 2016
  View Ariëlle’s work

http://www.ow-ourworld.nl/time-will-tell/
https://www.instagram.com/ow_ourworld/
https://www.debbiejellema.com/
https://www.ariellevandervaart.com/


Designers (continued)

 Chiron Floris
 HKU University of the  
 Arts Utrecht, BA of Arts  
 Fashion Design 
 Graduated 2018
 View Chiron’s work

 Karlijn Krijger
 Maastricht Academy  
 of Fine Arts and  
 Design, Fashion Design 
 Graduated 2017
 View Karlijn’s work

 

Notes for editors
More information about this project can be found at 
ow-ourworld.nl/time-will-tell-english. Additional photo 
material can be downloaded via Google Drive, photo  
credits Theresa Rudzki (www.theresarudzki.com). For 
more visuals and questions, please contact Nanette.

OW press officer 
Nanette Hogervorst
06-48610644 
 nanette@ow-ourworld.nl

Sneak preview of the collection
A joint meeting with the four designers and sparring 
partners will be held on Sunday 5 August in Amsterdam, 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The initial results will be presented and 
discussed, and the meeting is open to a limited number 
of journalists. To attend this meeting, or for other 
questions, please contact Nanette.

About OW (Our  World)
OW wants to help the fashion industry to become more sustainable 
and aims to accelerate this process by focusing on consumers. We 
seek to inspire, challenge and offer alternatives for making more  
sustainable clothing choices. To promote the full use of the network 
and knowledge that develops within the platform, we will support 
fashion brands on their sustainability journey wherever possible.

OW kicked off as an online magazine in April 2017 and started to 
transform into a platform in the first few months of 2018. The project 
‘Time will tell...’ is the first tangible result, together with our initial set of 
partners, including stylists and Dutch fashion brands with a  
sustainability agenda and consultants with expertise in this area. The 
complete list of partners can be found here: ow-ourworld.nl/partners. 

In recent months, OW Magazine has proved to be a unique source of 
relevant content that inspires and provides insight. Take, for instance, 
articles about innovation, upcoming fashion brands and series of 
interviews with changemakers in the fashion industry, such as Leslie 
Holden – initiator of the world’s first circular fashion master’s degree 
programme at the Amsterdam Fashion Institute. 
 
About the founder of OW
Nanette Hogervorst (1984), the founder of OW, was raised by parents 
who had lived in rural areas of the Philippines for years. There wasn’t 
always an abundant supply of water, energy and food in those places. 
Her upbringing (in the Netherlands), combined with her own interest 

in societal issues, led to her active role in youth politics for a period of 
two years. After completing her studies, she worked on a number of  
short projects abroad, for example at an HIV/AIDS clinic in South Africa 
and an internship with Amnesty International Philippines. In recent 
years, she has mainly been working at the interface of communications 
and sustainability in the corporate world. This included working on the 
first Integrated Annual Report of ING, in which –  in short – both the 
company’s financial and non-financial results are reported. Later, she 
spent six months in Brussels. Inspired by the city and her work, she 
got the idea to combine her affinity with fashion and sustainability. 
This has made OW what it is today.

Why fashion and sustainability?
Five years after the collapse of the Rana Plaza clothing factory in 
Bangladesh, where more than 1,100 people lost their lives, many of the 
75 million people working worldwide directly in the fashion and textile 
industry are still victims of physical and verbal abuse, unsafe working 
conditions and low wages. Fashion also places high demands on our 
planet. About 7,000 litres of water are required to produce a regular 
pair of jeans (source: Denim Alliance) and 20% of total industrial water 
pollution comes from the textile industry. Even today, we know that 
demand for clean water in 2040 is predicted to exceed supply by 35% 
around the world. And not even 1% of all clothes are recycled into new 
clothing, while in the Netherlands alone, a total of 1.2 million items of 
clothing are destroyed every year. Unfortunately, we can keep going on 
like this for a while.

https://www.chironfloris.com/
https://www.chironfloris.com/
http://www.investigation8.com/
https://www.chironfloris.com/
https://www.ow-ourworld.nl/time-will-tell/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1aZxWGmkP1G2KrIO5AzYIA7-Xo5PteHRj
http://www.ow-ourworld.nl/partners
https://www.ow-ourworld.nl/changemakers/
https://www.circle-economy.com/the-worlds-first-masters-degree-in-circular-fashion-entrepreneurship/#.W1UGYTozaM8
https://www.fashionrevolution.org/about/why-do-we-need-a-fashion-revolution/
http://www.worstpolluted.org/files/FileUpload/files/WWPP_2012.pdf
http://www.worstpolluted.org/files/FileUpload/files/WWPP_2012.pdf
https://www.ingwb.com/insights/research/ing-report-circular-solutions-for-global-water-stress
https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/publications/a-new-textiles-economy-redesigning-fashions-future
https://mvonederland.nl/nieuws/onverkochte-kleding-hoe-voorkomen-modebedrijven-onverkochte-voorraad
https://mvonederland.nl/nieuws/onverkochte-kleding-hoe-voorkomen-modebedrijven-onverkochte-voorraad

